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Dueling Documents: Abigail and John Adams
	Three letters were exchanged between Abigail and John Adams where Abigail addresses her viewpoint on what she thinks the new Code of Laws should contain. She starts out her letter to John in a gentle manner, wishing that his letters to her were as long as the ones that she sent to him. Abigail then veers the topic to the upcoming Declaration of Independence, and encourages her husband to not forget about “the Ladies” in this new Code of Laws. Her plea is for him to be more generous in acknowledging equality for women then his past ancestors were, and that if women were not recognized, a rebellion would take place. 
	In response to her letter, John states that by declaring independence, disorder has already taken place. “Children and apprentices were disobedient—that schools and Colledges were grown turbulent—that Indians slighted their Guardians and Negroes grew insolent to their Masters.” John dismisses Abigail’s ideas about rights for women, and reminds her that they know better than to try repealing the “Masculine systems.” Abigail encourages her husband to think more about this subject, although she knows his mind is already made up.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	It was difficult for Abigail to convince her husband to think further upon the subject of women’s rights as it was not common during this century to accept this idea. She approached the topic with caution, and hoped that the new laws would help give women a chance to voice their opinions. Although her idea was shot down by John Adams at the time, this topic persisted throughout history as women tried to earn their rights to be equal to men.
